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In Times Like These
Being Courageous







Happy Mother’s Day, Moms! We began a new series last week about who we need to be in times like these. Not what do we need to do, but who we need to be. Here is why that is important, simply because … 
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Being precedes doing

Pastor Jerry shared a great quote last week from A.W. Tozer:

We emphasize "doing" — getting things done and so making a difference in this world. But in God's order "being" precedes "doing." "Being" affects how and why we do as well as what we do. 						A.W. Tozer

Speaking of being, there have times in my life where I have been overwhelmed, like when our home flooded without us having flood insurance. Times I’ve been afraid, like being afraid to eat a chicken soft taco for over a year, because I got food poisoning from one. Afraid when my children were extremely sick when they were younger, and I worried for their lives. Times of being indecisive for fear of making the wrong decision. I have experienced times of being anxious about the future, and times of being discouraged like losing a loved one, or a relationship struggle. 

We all have times of being overwhelmed, anxious, uncertain, afraid, and discouraged. 

We are living in what many would consider troubling times … times that can lend to your being anxious, fearful, worried, uncertain, and maybe just downright discouraged. There is a world pandemic, an economy that has taken a hit, causing many folks to be furloughed or lose their job. Young adults are graduating from college with no idea what the job market will hold. Relationships have taken a hit. The list could go on and on …

But you know, it is in the midst of times like these, that some people take bold steps of action, they experience amazing victories; they make decisions that change the course of history for themselves and quite possibly others around them. And these people who do this and experience this … well, they seem to have one thing going for them that makes it all possible … one thing that serves as the catalyst to move them to action beyond the doubt, the worry, the anxiousness, the fear … one thing that moves them forward in spite of what they see and feel. 
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COURAGE

We all need courage! Courage is the difference maker in our lives. And God says a lot to us about courage all throughout the Scriptures like …  

Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the Lord! Psalm 31:24

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord! Psalm 27:14

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. 
1 Corinthians 16:13

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9

God does not just want us to be filled with courage,
 
Slide
We are commanded to be of good courage.  

The story of Esther lends us a great perspective on why we can be of good courage, and how to live courageously. 
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And the young woman pleased him and won his favor. And he quickly provided her with her cosmetics and her portion of food, and with seven chosen young women from the king’s palace, and advanced her and her young women to the best place in the harem. Esther 2:9
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Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 
Esther 2:15
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the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set her royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 
Esther 2:17
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… if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to whom  the king holds out his scepter so that he may live. 
Esther 4:11
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For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this. Esther 4:14
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	“And if I perish, I perish.” Esther 4:16b


Two important takeaways: 

1. Esther acknowledges her fear. 

Her being fearful caused her to want to shrink back, but then she was encouraged not by Mordecai. She fasted and prayed.

2. Easter takes the next faithful step. 

She moves forward with the plan that God inspires her to take.

And in the end, it is clear to see, that God had His people’s back!

And if you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, you can be encouraged by knowing that …
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God has your back.

And when you know God has your back, you can choose to be courageous. You can…
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Expand your horizons. 

· In other words, you can go wherever God leads you, no matter how unfamiliar or uncomfortable it may feel.  Sometimes it is uncomfortable…

“You can choose courage or you can choose comfort, but you cannot choose both.” – Brene’ Brown
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Face trials/suffering with dignity and faith. 

· My friends Greg and Charlene are two people I think of who did just that. 

Slide
Stand up for others and godly causes. 

· You might sometimes feel like you are in the minority in doing so.  But I love what Thomas Jefferson said: 
“One man with courage is a majority.” – Thomas Jefferson

Slide
Be honest about yourself. 

· To tell the truth about your struggles and allow God to help you.
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Persevere in the face of adversity.

· When you feel like a failure as a parent
· When you feel like a failure as a student 
· To work on your marriage that is struggling
· To move on after losing a loved one 
· To end a dating relationship that is not godly or healthy
· To believe no matter your age that God can open up a 
new job opportunity for you if you have lost yours 
· To work through bullying at school and online
· To battle through a depressing time 	
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Love others.  (including those who feel hard to love)

· A neighbor who may be difficult
· A person who is not like you

Slide
Forgive others. 

All of this, and so much more is possible with courage. 

It is not just raw will power that gets us to courage. It is collaborating in faith with God’s purposes and plans. It is trusting that He has a plan for our life. And even when we do not see what He is doing, or feel like He is near, we can trust in His sovereignty … His providence. 


So here are two steps to take if you want to be more courageous:
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1. Ask God to help you identify the fears that are holding you back.  

And once you know what they are, give those fears 
to Him … daily. 
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2. Take the next faithful step. 

Whatever that step is that you feel God leading you to take. God has your back! 


Imagine the things you will do if you accept God’s invitation to be of good courage. All the things God planted in you, the “good works” according to Ephesians 2:10. Works that - in advance - He has designed for you. 

When Esther decided to take that next faithful step, not only did she benefit, but people on the other side of her courageous act benefited.  I wonder who will benefit on the other side of your courageous next step? 

Remember … God has your back!
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